[Computed tomography (CT) assessment of the postoperative change of pericardial fat pad used in pulmonary surgery].
The purpose of this study is to clarify the postoperative change of pericardial fat pad used in pulmonary resection to reinforce bronchial suture or bronchial stump. 5 cases who received chest computed tomography (CT) examination 2 times or more after the operation (once within one week after the operation) were enrolled. For evaluation, scoring system from 1 to 4 according to the percentage of remaining pericardial fat pad was applied(1 point: 0∼19%, 2 point: 20∼49%, 3 point: 50∼79%, 4 point: 80∼100%). At 1 to 2 months after the operation, almost all cases were 3 or 4 point. However, the scores declined to 1 or 2 point 5 months after the operation in almost all cases. It is likely that the pericardial fat pad remains to be effective in protecting bronchial stump or anastomosis 1 to 2 months after the operation.